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COP-18 Schedule of Events for the U.S. Center 
Updated: November 23, 2012 – highlighted events will be webstreamed at http://www.ustream.tv/USCenter 

Monday, November 26 
12:30 – 13:00  NASA – Looking Back and Looking Down  

13:30 – 14:30  USAID /DOE - Bridging the Gap: Private Finance and Climate Adaptation Projects 

15:00 – 15:30  NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Water 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – State of Flux, World of Change 

Tuesday, November 27 

10:00 – 10:30 NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Eyes on the Earth - 3-D Presentation 

15:00 – 15:30  NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Forest 

16:00 – 17:00  NOAA – Taking the Pulse of the Planet: The State of the Climate - webstreamed 

17:30 – 18:00  NASA – State of Flux, World of Change 

Wednesday, November 28 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  NASA - GLOBE Program in Near East and North Africa - webstreamed 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Looking Back and Looking Down 

13:30 – 14:30 USDA - Climate Change, Agriculture, and Drought – lessons from the 2012 Growing Season - 
webstreamed 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Food 

16:00 – 17:00  USDA – Video Climate Change, Agriculture, and Drought Video 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – Top Ten Landsat Images 

18:00 – 19:00 Univ. of Colorado – Understanding Climate Change: Heat, Winds, Water and Worries - webstreamed 

Thursday, November 29 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  DOS - Driving a Low Carbon Future: Enhancing Capacity for Low Emissions Development Strategies 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Eyes on the Earth - 3-D Presentation 

13:30 – 14:30 DOS  - U.S. Climate Finance 2010-2012: Meeting the Fast Start Commitment 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change – Urban Growth 

16:00– 17:00 SustainUS - Youth Facing Climate Change across the US 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – State of Flux -- World of change, then and now 

Friday, November 30 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  USDA - Agriculture, Communities, and Forestry in the US National Climate Assessment 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Looking Back and Looking Down 

13:30 – 14:30  EPA -  International Capacity Building for Climate Mitigation 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change – Glaciers and Ice 

16:00 – 17:00 USFS  - Partnering to Measure Forest Carbon 

17:30 – 18:00  NASA – Images of the Week 

http://www.ustream.tv/USCenter�
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18:00 – 19:00 DOE/NREL - LEDS Global Partnership – Advancing Collaborative Action for Low Emissions Development  

 

Monday, December 3 
10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  EPA - Greenhouse Gas Reporting in the US:  Collecting Quality GHG Data One Facility at a Time 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Looking Back and Looking Down 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Water 

16:00 – 17:00  BCSE/DOS - A Conversation: Women in Climate, Clean Energy and Sustainability - webstreamed 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – State of Flux -- World of Change 

18:00 – 19:00 USAID - Partnering with the Private Sector Manage Climate Risks - webstreamed 

Tuesday, December 4 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  DOE – Clean Energy Policies that Work  

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Eyes on the Earth - 3-D Presentation 

13:30 – 14:30 EPA/CEQ - U.S. Domestic Climate Actions and the New Energy Landscape - webstreamed 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Forest 

16:00 – 17:00  WRI - Global Forest Watch 2.0 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – State of Flux -- World of Change 

18:00 – 19:00 USAID -  National Adaptation Plans: a Jamaican Experiment - webstreamed 

Wednesday, December 5 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  BCSE/USAID - Business and Government Partnerships at the Nexus of Clean Energy, Agriculture and 
Economic Development - webstreamed 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Looking Back and Looking Down 

13:30 – 14:30 DOS – Climate and Clean Air Coalition – U.S. Action on Short-Lived Pollutants - webstreamed 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change - Food 

16:00 – 17:00  CEQ - The New Normal?  Extreme events today and what that can teach us about adaption for 
tomorrow  - webstreamed 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – Top Ten Landsat Images 

Thursday, December 6 

10:00 – 10:30  NASA - Hyperwall Loop 

11:00 – 12:00  NASA  - Water Information System for the Middle and East North Africa region - webstreamed 

12:30 – 13:00  NASA - Eyes on the Earth - 3-D Presentation 

13:30 – 14:30 NASA – Viewing the Earth System and Climate from Space - webstreamed 

15:00 – 15:30 NASA - Landsat: 40 Years of Watching the Earth's Surface Change – Urban Growth 

17:30 – 18:00 NASA – State of Flux -- World of change 

18:00 – 19:00 DOS – Local Government Actions to integrate Energy, Climate and Economic Development – 
webstreamed 

Friday, December 7 

10:00 – 10:30 AM NASA - Hyperwall Loop 
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11:00 – 12:00 PM NASA – Landsat: 40 years of watching the Earth’s surface change - webstreamed 

12:30 – 1:00 PM NASA - Looking Back and Looking Down 

 

COP-18 Schedule of Events (speakers names may change)   

Monday, November 26 
Event: Bridging the Gap: Private Finance and Climate Adaptation Projects 
Primary Sponsor: US AID and Department of Energy 
13:30 – 14:30 
Speakers: 

Elmer Holt, (Vice Chair of CTI / CTI PFAN Manager) 
Peter Storey (PFAN Global Coordinator) 
Peter Odhengo, Executive Coordinator of the Greening of Kenya Initiative  
David Ebong, Chairman, Clean Energy Partnership Africa, Uganda 

Felistas Coutinho, Executive Director, Tujijenge Afrika 

 
Event Summary: Can private investment be attracted to fund adaptation technology transfer? USAID’s private finance facilitator 
CTI PFAN is working with several adaptation projects to help them prepare and structure to attract private investment, using a 
model already proven successful for mitigation. As it turns out, there is investor appetite for adaptation under the right 
conditions. This panel will explore the first-hand experiences of the project developers and country representatives working with 
CTI PFAN on adaptation financing. This event should provide highly useful information for anyone trying to leverage private 
capital and create a knowledge-sharing opportunity for audience members involved in similar work.  
 

Tuesday, November 27 
Event: Taking the Pulse of the Planet: The State of the Climate 
Primary Sponsor: National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administration (NOAA) 
16:00 – 17:00 
Speaker  

• Mike Brewer, National Climatic Data Center, NOAA 

 

Event Summary: Every year more than 300 scientists from across the United States and around the world collaborate in 
producing an intensive "physical check-up" of the state of Earth's climate system. Published through the prestigious Bulletin of 
the American Meteorological Society (BAMS), the Annual State of the Climate Report documents worldwide weather and climate 
patterns that played out over the previous calendar year, and places them in an accurate historical context. The year 2011 was 
notable for the moderate to strong La Niña event that caused extreme weather events in many parts of the globe including 
historic droughts in Africa and floods in Australia as well as for the below-average tropical cyclone activity. This presentation will 
explain the international collaboration that produces the State of the Climate reports, how the report has evolved into a useful 
tool for helping scientists and non-scientists understand cause-and-effect relationships in the climate system, and how this 
understanding benefits society. 
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Wednesday, November 28 
Event: Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (Globe Program) in the Near East 
and North Africa 
Primary Sponsor: National Aeronautic and Space Administration (NASA) 
11:00 – 12:00 
 

Speakers: 

• Norah Ibrahim Al Nasser, GLOBE Saudi Arabia Country Coordinator, Ministry of Education Headquarters, Saudi Arabia 
• Dr. Ming-Ying Wei, NASA GLOBE Program Manager, USA 

 
Event Summary: The Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) Program, established in 1994, is an 
international science and education program that connects students, teachers and scientists from around the world to better 
understand, sustain and improve the earth’s environment at local, regional and global scales. By engaging students in hands-on 
learning of Earth system science, GLOBE is an innovative way for teachers to get students of all ages excited about scientific 
discovery locally and globally. GLOBE has been implemented in 111 countries worldwide. To date, more than 23 million 
measurements have been contributed to the GLOBE database, creating meaningful, standardized, global, research-quality data 
sets that can be used in support of student and professional scientific research. The presenters will highlight GLOBE activities in 
the Near East and North Africa Region. Highlighted countries include: Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and United Arab Emirates.  
 

Event: Climate Change, Agriculture, and Drought – Lessons from the 2012 Growing Season 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
13:30 – 14:30 
Speakers: 

• Dr. Carolyn Olson, USDA 

• David Gustfason, International Life Sciences Institute Research Foundation 

• Eugene Takle, Iowa State University 

 
Event Summary: The agricultural ecosystem is one of the most climate-dependent human-influenced systems. In 2012, the 
United States experienced one of the worst droughts affecting prime cropland in the central US in years, by some described as a 
‘flash’ drought because of its rapid development. In the central US, the planting season began early with unseasonably warm 
temperatures in most of the US but crop failure occurred rapidly when precipitation largely ceased at the peak of water demand 
in the growing cycle. In this session, we explore the effects of this drought on U.S. agriculture and efforts to improve the 
resilience on U.S. agricultural systems to drought from a research, private sector, and governmental perspective. Investments in 
improved crop technologies and production systems have dramatically increased the climate resilience of major U.S. crops, 
especially maize (corn), which had 50% higher yields in 2012 than were observed during the previous major U.S. Midwest 
drought of 1988. Based on current projections, even greater improvements in crop productivity and resilience will be needed for 
sustainable agriculture and urgent global imperative for food security. 
 

Event: Understanding Climate Change and the Redistribution of Heat, Winds, Water, and Worries 
Primary Sponsor: University of Colorado, Boulder and Department of State 
18:00 – 19:00 
Speaker: 
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• Dr. Darin W. Toohey, University of Colorado 

 
Event Summary: Environmental changes such as ozone depletion and global warming are the most obvious manifestations of our 
influence on global-scale phenomena in modern times, an era dubbed the “Anthropocene” by Nobel laureate Paul Crutzen. The 
United States is a leader in climate change research, yet a significant fraction of the U.S. public remains skeptical about the role 
of humans in causing climate change. This is due, in part, because a complex issue was cast in simple terms of global average 
temperatures when there are far more tangible impacts, such as pollution of air, water, and soil, changing weather patterns, 
ecosystem degradation, sea level rise, and retreat of glaciers. In fact, mankind is significantly altering the distribution of heat, 
water, and nutrients on regional and global scales with important consequences. Scientists are concerned because these 
consequences become more unpredictable as our influences on the fundamental properties of the climate system exceed 
natural variability. Of greatest concern are tipping points, such as melting of glaciers and ice caps. This talk will highlight some of 
the fundamental ways in which humans are altering the climate and discuss why scientists worry about rising abundances of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, especially carbon dioxide. 
 

Thursday, November 29 
Event: Driving a Low Carbon Future: Enhancing Capacity for Low Emissions Development Strategies 
Program 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of State 
11:00 – 12:00 
Speakers: 

• Jonathan Pershing, Deputy Special Envoy for Climate Change, U.S. Department of State 

• Kit Batten, Climate Change Coordinator, USAID 

• Joel Beauvais, Associate Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, USEPA 

• Joy Goco, Assistant Secretary, Climate Change Commission, Government of the Philippines (TBD) 
 

Event Summary: Enhancing Capacity for Low Emission Development Strategies (EC-LEDS) is a U.S. government program. This 
program supports developing countries’ efforts to pursue long-term, transformative development and accelerate sustainable, 
climate-resilient economic growth while slowing greenhouse gas emissions. EC-LEDS is a key component of President Obama’s 
Global Climate Change Initiative, and a primary vehicle through which the United States mobilizes fast start finance resources for 
mitigation activities. At the end of FY 2012, the EC-LEDS program established joint work plans with 13 partner countries and is 
working with several additional partners.  
This side event will highlight U.S. support to developing countries to create and implement their low emissions development 
strategies. Panelists will discuss the significant progress on EC-LEDS since its inception in 2010. A partner country representative 
will discuss the importance of LEDS-related efforts in their country and the value of their collaboration with the United States on 
this program. 
 
Event: U.S. Climate Finance 2010-2012: Meeting the Fast Start Commitment 
Primary Sponsor: U.S Department of State 
13:30 – 14:30 
Speakers:  

• Jonathan Pershing, Deputy Special Envoy for Climate Change, State Department (TBC) 

• Kit Batten, US Agency for International Development 

• Beth Urbanas, Department of Treasury 
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Event Summary: COP-18 marks the third and final year of the “fast start” period in which developed countries committed to 
collectively provide resources approaching $30 billion from 2010-2012 to developing countries in their efforts to adapt to and 
mitigate climate change. This side event highlights the United States’ fulfillment of this fast start finance commitment. 
Panelists will discuss U.S. climate assistance over the three-year fast start period, with a focus on assistance from 2012. The 
event will present aggregate figures, provide examples of specific programs and initiatives, and showcase results. The event will 
close with a focus on how the United States is transitioning toward mobilizing additional funding in the long term, with an 
emphasis on the private sector, addressing lessons learned, and integrating global climate change issues into the United States’ 
overall development portfolio.  The panelists will include representatives from the State Department, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and Treasury Department —the three agencies that provide the bulk of U.S. climate 
assistance. The event will also highlight examples of climate assistance from other U.S. agencies, such as the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC) and the U.S. Export-Import Bank (Ex-Im). There will be a question and answer session following 
the presentations. 
 
Event: Youth Facing Climate Change across the US 
Primary Sponsor: SustainUS and the Town of Secaucus, New Jersey 
16:00 – 17:00 
Speakers: 

• Amanda Nesheiwat– Environmental Coordinator for of Secaucus, New Jersey 
• Zach Swank– Neighbor to the Colorado wildfires 
• Scott Chernoff– Witness to the Vermont flooding from Hurricane Irene.  
• Madeleine Achgill – Victim of the 2012 drought. 
 
Event Summary: Brings to light for both domestic representation and the international community that the US, too, will suffer 
the impacts of climate change. Highlights the growing US youth movement for climate change mitigation to promote a sense of 
solidarity between the youth of developing nations and the United States. 
 
 

Friday, November 30 
Event: Agriculture and the U.S. National Climate Assessment 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
11:00 – 12:00 
Speakers: 

• Bill Hohenstein, Director of Climate Change Program Office; USDA 
• Peter Backlund, Director of the Integrated Science Program (ISP) and Director of External Relations at the National 

Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) 
•  David Gustafson, Interim Director of the Center for Integrated Modeling of Sustainable Agriculture and Nutrition 

Security (CIMSANS), newly formed by the International Life Sciences Institute Research Foundation 
 

Event Summary: The third United States National Climate Assessment (NCA), due out in early 2013, has been a truly national 
effort, enlisting input from across the government, universities, and non-governmental organizations. The report, which includes 
over 30 chapters cutting across U.S. regions, and economic and social sectors, provides a snapshot of the state of the climate in 
the United States, as well as its predicted effects on ecosystems and society.  
The USDA led the writing of a report for the NCA on climate change and agriculture. The report suggests the effects of climate 
change on crops and livestock over the next 25 years will be both positive and negative depending on location– but changes after 
the middle of the century are expected to have generally detrimental effects on most crops and livestock. As temperatures 
increase, crop production may shift to follow the temperature range for optimal yield, though production will ultimately be 
influenced by soil moisture. Changing climate will also affect livestock, as deviations from the optimal core-body temperatures 
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for livestock can damage performance, production, and fertility.  During this presentation, authors of this report will describe the 
assessment process and results, and discuss how U.S. agriculture is preparing itself for the climate of the coming century. 
 

Event: International Capacity Building for Climate Mitigation 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
13:30 – 14:30 
Speaker 

• Joel Beauvais, Associate Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, USEPA 
 

Event Summary:  The U.S. EPA will provide an overview of the agency's capacity building efforts related to greenhouse gas 
monitoring, reporting, modeling and mitigation. The event will showcase tangible “on-the-ground” accomplishments and identify 
tools and lessons that can be used more broadly by other countries. Panelists will cover successes under the Global Methane 
Initiative and the Climate and Clean Air Coalition as examples of capacity-building support for implementation of polices and 
measures or simply “national actions.” This event will complement broader U.S. government actions on capacity building that are 
highlighted through the EC-LEDs program, among others.  
 
Event: Partnering to Measure Forest Carbon 

Primary Sponsors: U.S. Forest Service and Silva Carbon 
16:00 – 17:00 
Speakers: 

• US Forest Service Forest Carbon Rep 
• Colombia Forest Carbon Rep 
• Gabon or Vietnam Forest Carbon Rep TBD 

 
Event Summary:  SilvaCarbon, a U.S. government interagency program, has been partnering with developing countries to 
provide assistance in monitoring and managing forest carbon since 2010. This event showcases the work of U.S. and developing 
country practitioners who have been working together to better monitor and manage forest carbon.   SilvaCarbon is working 
closely with the governments of Vietnam, Gabon, Peru, Colombia, and Ecuador on technical terrestrial carbon issues including 
sampling protocols and design; data capture, processing, archiving, and distribution; collection and analysis of in situ data, 
including involvement of local communities and stakeholders; integration of remotely sensed and in situ data; classification and 
mapping of forest cover; carbon stock and flow estimation; design of monitoring systems for multiple uses; land use analysis and 
planning.   SilvaCarbon draws on science, innovation, and technical expertise from the U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Geological Survey, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Smithsonian Institution, NASA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, U.S. Department of State, and USAID.  Find out more at www.silvacarbon.org. 
 

Event:  LEDS Global Partnership – Advancing Collaborative Action for Low Emissions Development 

Primary Sponsors: Department of Energy and National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
16:00 – 17:00 
 
Speakers: 

• Sam Bickersteth, CEO of Climate Development and Knowledge Network (CDKN) 

• Jonathan Pershing, Deputy Special Envoy for Climate Change, U.S. Department of State 

• Ron Benioff, Director of the LEDS Global Partnership Secretariat 

• Stephen Gold, Global Manager, UNDP 

http://www.silvacarbon.org/�
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Event Summary: The Low Emission Development Strategies Global Partnership, or LEDS GP, brings together over 90 
governments and institutions to advance peer learning, coordinate activities and collaborate on innovative projects. Sectoral and 
regional work stream leaders under the LEDS GP will share LEDS lessons and experiences in an interactive peer learning session 
at the US Center. Sam Bickersteth, the LEDS GP Steering Committee chair, will serve as the facilitator of the side event, along 
with Ron Benioff from NREL. The side event will begin with high level comments on the value of collaboration to support LEDS 
from US Deputy Special Envoy for Climate Change, Jonathan Pershing, along with comments from developing country leaders of 
the LEDS GP.  This high level commentary will be followed by a discussion of current LEDS GP activities, including topics in the 
areas of finance, transportation, development impact assessments and the Latin America LEDS platform. The side event will 
include a discussion on ways to become involved in the LEDS GP, and how to connect existing networks through this Partnership. 

 

 

Saturday December 1 and Sunday December 2 the U.S. Center will be closed 
 
Monday, December 3 
Event: Greenhouse Gas Reporting in the United States:  Collecting Quality GHG Data One Facility at a 
Time 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
11:00 – 12:00 
Speaker 

• Joel Beauvais, Associate Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, USEPA 
 

Event Summary: The U.S. EPA will provide a demonstration focusing on two innovative electronic reporting tools under EPA’s 
GHG Reporting Program. The demonstration will first highlight EPA’s dynamic GHG data visualization tool that allows users to 
view and analyze facility-level GHG data. The demonstration will also highlight the Agency’s user-friendly interactive reporting 
tool that allows thousands of facilities and suppliers across dozens of industries in the U.S. to easily enter and submit high quality 
GHG data to EPA. Presenters will address how the program effectively combines GHG measurement, reporting and verification 
through interactive electronic reporting software and detailed recordkeeping and methodological requirements. The 
presentation will focus on data collected in 2010 from more than 6,000 facilities and suppliers across two dozen source 
categories. 
 
Event: A Conversation: Women in Climate, Clean Energy and Sustainability 

Primary Sponsors: Business Council for Sustainable Energy and the U.S. Department of State 
16:00 - 17:00 
Speakers: 

• Dr. Kit Batten, USAID Climate Change Coordinator 

• Energy Efficiency: Jennifer Layke, Director, Institute for Building Efficiency, Johnson Controls 

• Carbon Markets & Clean Energy: Mary Grady, Director, Membership Services, American Carbon Registry Renewable 
Energy, Energy Efficiency, Natural Gas 

• Lisa Jacobson, President, BCSE 
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Event Summary:  
Join this small panel of senior female business and government leaders for a discussion of efforts supported by the United States 
to address climate change, deploy clean energy and promote sustainability. Hear the unique perspectives of these women as 
they discuss the drivers that are required to create markets and establish the policy frameworks that are needed for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. 
 
Event: Agriculture and Risk Management: Partnering with the Private Sector to Manage Climate Risks 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Agency for International Development 
18:00 - 19:00 
Speakers: 

• Richard Choularton, Senior Policy Officer, World Food Program 
• David Bresch, Head, Sustainability & Political Risk Management unit, Swiss Re 
• Brenda Wandera, Project Development Manager, International Livestock Research Institute 
• Tesfaye Desta, CEO, Oromia Insurance Company 

 
 
Event Summary: Making agriculture resilient to climate change is a major challenge. In many places already facing food 
insecurity, climate change is likely to bring shifting seasonal rains or more intense droughts and floods, increasing the 
vulnerability of populations already at risk. Can the private sector be incentivized to help make innovative financial risk 
management tools available to vulnerable communities? Several new demonstration projects suggest the answer is yes. This 
panel will highlight three recent public-private sector projects demonstrating what it takes to get the private sector involved in 
building capacity, and generating new tools, research and information, to increase climate resiliency in agriculture. 
 

Tuesday, December 4 
Event: Clean Energy Policies that Work 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of Energy  
11:00 – 12:00 
Speakers: 

• Julie Blunden, CEO, The ClimateWorks Foundation 

• Kandeh Yumkella, UNIDO 

• Christine Egan, CLASP 

• Ajay Mathur, BEE, Government of India 

 
Event Summary: The Clean Energy Ministerial’s Clean Energy Solutions Center (www.cleanenergysolutions.org) and the 
ClimateWorks Foundation will co-host a side event on clean energy policy best practices. A wealth of clean energy policy 
information (country policy data, policy and incentives databases) and tools (interactive resource maps, no-cost virtual expert 
assistance) will be shared at this event, including detailed policy information on two sectors: transportation and appliance 
efficiency. With support from a unique partnership of the Clean Energy Ministerial and UN-Energy, the Clean Energy Solutions 
Center helps governments turn clean energy visions into reality. The Solutions Center serves as a first-stop clearinghouse of clean 
energy policy reports, data, and tools and provides expert assistance and peer-to-peer learning forums. It offers no-cost “ask-an-
expert” assistance on clean energy policy matters, training, and technical resources in a user-friendly and accessible website. 
The ClimateWorks Foundation supports public policies that prevent climate change and promote global prosperity. During this 
session, ClimateWorks will highlight two reports from its “Policies that Work” series which provides an analytical framework to 
help government leaders evaluate proposed policies in terms of their economic benefits and effectiveness in reducing GHG 
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emissions. CLASP (The Collaborative Labeling & Appliance Standards Program) and ICCT (The International Council on Clean 
Transportation) will showcase their work on appliance efficiency and transport, respectively. 
 
Event: U.S. Domestic Climate Actions 

Primary Sponsor: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the White House Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) 
13:30 – 14:30 

Speakers: 
• Nancy Sutley, Chair Council on Environmental Quality 

• Joel Beauvais,  USEPA 

• Jiang Kejun, Energy Research Institute/National Development and Reform Commission  

• Leandro Buendia, Project Coordinator USEPA 

• Dominique Revet, UNFCCC  

 

Event Summary: U.S. CO2 emissions have fallen to their lowest level in 20 years, due in part to a broad spectrum of policies and 
actions in the public and private sectors that support increased efficiency and conservation and greater use of cleaner energy 
sources such as renewable energy and natural gas. The United States - at both the Federal and State levels - continues to move 
forward with a broad array of policies and programs to reduce domestic greenhouse gas emissions. This side event will showcase 
Administration policies including standards that are reducing emissions from light-and heavy-duty vehicles, regulatory actions to 
address greenhouse gas emissions from power plants, actions that have doubled non-hydro renewable electricity generation 
since 2008, and programs supporting significant improvements in appliance and building energy efficiency. The session will also 
underscore leadership at the State and local levels in adopting renewable energy (RPS) and energy efficiency standards (EERS), 
advancing building energy codes, and developing more sustainable communities through investments in alternative forms of 
transportation. Senior U.S. officials will discuss the development of these policies and their impact.  
 
 
Event: Global Forest Watch 2.0 

Primary Sponsor: World Resources Institute: Mobilizing Technology, Transparency and Human Networks 
to Transform Forest Monitoring 
16:00 – 17:00 
Speakers: 

• Andrew Steer, President, World Resources Institute 

• Nigel Sizer, Director, WRI Forests Initiative 

• Daniel Murdiayarso, Senior Scientist, CIFOR (TBC) OR Heru Prasetyo, Office of the President, Indonesia (TBC) 

 

Event Summary: Powered by Google Earth Engine, WRI and partners are developing a new forest monitoring system that will 
unite technology, transparency, and human networks to mobilize faster, more effective forest conservation and sustainable 
forest management. It combines a novel near-real-time deforestation alert system, complementary satellite data and systems, a 
treasure trove of WRI and partner maps, mobile technology, and a networked world to create never-before-possible 
transparency. This transparency will empower NGOs, the media, and progressive public and private sector leaders to hold 
governments and companies publicly accountable for forest conservation and sustainable management at a pace that matches 
the modern world and the threats facing forests.   The event will demonstrate the online system and describe how it can be 
applied to support monitoring of REDD projects and REDD commitments at the national level, national MRV, and to support 
performance payment initiatives, such as that developed by the Governments of Norway and Indonesia. 
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Event: National Adaptation Plans: a Jamaican Approach 

Primary Sponsor: U.S. Agency for International Development and the Jamaican Ministry of Water, Land, 
Environment, and Climate 
18:00 – 19:00 
Speaker: 

• Dr. Kit Batten, USAID Climate Change Coordinator 

• Rachel Allen, Senior adviser on climate change, Minister of Water, Land, Environment and Climate Change, Jamaica 

• Clifford Anthony Mahlung, acting head of the CLIMATE BRANCH of Jamaica’s Meteorological Office 

 

 

Event Summary:  National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) are a point of discussion in the climate negotiations and in the 
responsibilities of the Adaptation Committee. Outside the UNFCCC process, Jamaica is working to develop its own national policy 
integrating climate considerations into all aspects of economic development. Could this serve as a model for NAPs? Earlier this 
year, Jamaica jump-started a new initiative to integrate climate adaptation needs and mitigation opportunities into its 20-year 
strategic development plan. At a workshop in Kingston, participants cross-walked climate risks to key development sectors. 
Further input was solicited from government ministries and agencies, NGOs, private businesses and donors. The new policy, 
which will approach climate change as an issue that is integral to economic growth, will be presented to Jamaica’s cabinet in mid-
December. On this panel, Jamaican officials discuss their experience. 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
Event: Business and Government Partnerships at the Nexus of Clean Energy, Agriculture and Economic 
Development  
Primary Sponsor: Business Council for Sustainable Energy and U.S. Agency for International Development 
11:00 – 12:00 
Speakers: 

• Dr. Kit Batten, USAID Climate Change Coordinator 
• Lisa Jacobson, President of the Business Council for Sustainable Energy  
• Belinda Morris, ACR California Director 

 
 

Event Summary: U.S. businesses from the agriculture, infrastructure and energy sectors are working with public sector partners 
to deliver technology solutions that will provide clean energy and meet the adaptation and mitigation needs of communities in 
developing countries. The panel will feature clean energy leaders from the private sector who will share how they are working to 
provide renewable energy to off-grid communities, showcase clean energy alternatives to diesel generators and stimulate local 
economic growth. USAID’s Global Climate Change Coordinator Kit Batten will discuss how the Powering Agriculture Energy Grand 
Challenge is working with private and public partners to spur private sector investment and local business development at the 
nexus of agriculture and clean energy.  
 

Event:  Climate and Clean Air Coalition – U.S. Action on Short-Lived Pollutants 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of State and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
13:30 - 14:30 
Speakers: 
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• Dave Turk, Counselor to the US Special Envoy for Climate Change 
Moderated by Reta Jo Lewis, Department of State 
 
Event Summary: The United States launched the Climate and Clean Air Coalition earlier this year with a handful of countries and 
the UN Environment Programme. That partnership has now grown to over 35 international partners, and is already taking real 
action to address short-lived climate pollutants like black carbon, methane, and HFCs, which cause over 30 percent of current 
global warming, and extensive health and agriculture impacts. The US is also acting at home, as an international leader on these 
efforts, through a whole-of-government approach. Representatives from the U.S. interagency team will provide an overview of 
domestic activities to substantially reduce short-lived climate pollutants. The team will be available to answer questions, engage 
in discussions with audience members, and provide information on how governments, civil society and businesses can get 
involved in these, and similar, efforts through the Climate and Clean Air Coalition.  
 
Event: The New Normal? Extreme Events Today and What That Can Teach Us about Adapting to 
Tomorrow 
Primary Sponsor: White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
16:00 - 17:00  
Speaker: 

• Gary Guzy, Deputy Chair Council on Environmental Quality  

• Thomas C. Peterson, National Climactic Data Center, NOAA (by Skype) 
• Michael McCormick, Office of Planning and Research, State of California 

 
Event Summary: In the past year, new studies from the UNFCCC, American Meteorological Society, U.S. government scientists, 
and others have begun to explore links between extreme weather events and climate change—reinforcing the need for climate 
change adaptation. As climate change increases the frequency of extreme events, there are significant economic, social, and 
environmental impacts globally. The session will provide both U.S. and international audience members with a better 
understanding of recent climate science and will provide examples of how that science is relevant in practice. Case studies 
discussed will include U.S. responses to extreme weather occurrences and relevant examples from the United States of 
communities working to build their resilience in the face of extreme weather and climate change.  
 

Thursday, December 6 
Event:  Water Information System for the Middle East North Africa (MENA) Region 
Primary Sponsor: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
11:00 - 12:00 
Speaker  

• Dr. Shahid Habib, NASA 
 
Event Summary: The MENA region includes 18 countries and the West Bank and Gaza. However, the region of interest for our 
World Bank, USAID and NASA collaboration currently consists of select countries adjacent to the Mediterranean Sea, which 
include: Turkey, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan. The 90% of the water in the MENA region is used for the 
agriculture use. By the end of this century, this region is projected to experience an increase of 3°C to 5°C in mean temperatures 
and a 20% decline in precipitation (IPCC, 2007). Due to lower precipitation, water run-off is projected to drop by 20% to 30% in 
most of MENA by 2050. Reduced stream flow and groundwater recharge might lead to a reduction in water supply of 10% or 
greater by 2050. Therefore, per IPCC projections in temperature rise and precipitation decline in the region, the scarcity of water 

will become more acute with population growth, and rising demand of food in the region. Additionally, competition for water 
use will continue to plague the region in terms of sharing data for better management of water resources. Such pressing issues 
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have brought The World Bank, USAID and NASA to jointly collaborate for establishing integrated, modern, up to date NASA 
developed capabilities for countries in the MENA region for addressing water resource issues and adapting to climate change 
impacts for improved decision making and societal benefit. This presentation provides an overview of this unique collaboration. 
 
Event:  Viewing the Earth System and Climate from Space 
Primary Sponsor: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
13:30 – 14:30 
Speaker 

• Dr. Jack Kaye, Associate Director for Research, Earth Science Division 
 
Event Summary: The vantage point of space provides a unique perspective on the earth that allows scientists to observe its 
temporal and spatial variation globally. The U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) currently has 16 major 
operating satellite missions to study the earth and document its behavior. The global coverage from these satellites proves 
particularly important for providing regular observations of regions which are difficult to observe such as polar ice, open oceans, 
and boreal and tropical forests, and also provides equivalent-quality data around the world in both developed and developing 
areas. Through an open data policy, NASA shares its observations with researchers and users around the world to address 
scientific and societal objectives. By combining data from multiple instruments and platforms, long-term data sets that help 
show variation on climatic scales are obtained. NASA carries out its observations in collaboration with the other agencies and 
programs that constitute the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS). During this session NASA and its participating 
partners will discuss their current and future programs, giving examples of how the results of their satellite observing programs 
inform our considerations of climate variability and change now and into the future. 
 
Event:  Local Government Actions to integrate Energy, Climate and Economic Development 
Primary Sponsor: U.S. Department of State  
18:00 - 19:00 
Speakers 

• Reta Jo Lewis – Special Representative Office of Global Intergovernmental Affairs 

• Maggie Comstock – Policy Analyst, Advocacy and Public Policy, US Green Building Council  

• Tom Peterson – Founder, President and CEO, Center for Climate Strategies 
 
Event Summary: Through the collaboration of subnational leaders and nonprofit organizations, this panel will foster innovative 
discussion around the process of targeted, state and local climate action. Subnational leaders will explore the impact of local 
action on a global scale through a combination of reducing energy use and emissions while spurring economic development.  
 

Friday, December 7 
Event:  Landsat: 40 years of watching the Earth’s surface change 
Primary Sponsor: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
11:00 - 12:00 
Speakers 

• Dr. Jack Kaye, NASA 
 
Event Summary:  The Landsat program has collected and archived multispectral digital images of the global land surface since 
the launch of Landsat 1 in 1972. Landsat 7 and the expected launch of LDCM/Landsat 8 in February 2013 continue this record 
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providing scientific measurements to accurately track land surface conditions and how they change. The images are collected at 
a scale that can differentiate natural variation from human impact. Urban growth of cities, health and disturbance of forests, 
recession of the world’s glaciers, and water supply and productivity of agriculture are examples of how Landsat data can capture 
and characterize land surface conditions. Critical to these studies at the international level is the U.S. Geologic Survey's (USGS) 
decision in 2008 to make Landsat images freely available through the internet. The open access to the Landsat archive makes 
possible analysis of time-series of over four decades of Landsat measurements for characterization of land inter- and intra-
annual land cover, environmental, and resource change on Earth. 
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